Persistent and generalized lymphadenopathy: a lesion of follicular dendritic cells? An immunohistologic and ultrastructural study.
An immunohistochemical and ultrastructural study of 14 cases of persistent and generalized lymphadenopathy (PGL), acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) related, revealed florid follicular hyperplasia, follicular dendritic cell (FDC) lysis, lymphoid follicle invaginations, increased presence of T8 cells in germinal center, immature sinus histiocytosis (monocytoid B-cells), and inversion of T4/T8 ratio in the paracortical area. Electron microscopic examination showed viral particles of morphologic characteristics consistent with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) virions attached to the processes of FDC in three of the nine cases studied. Lesions of the germinal center dendritic cell network are the cardinal feature of PGL. This finding lends support to the idea of a viral aggression directed against FDC as the cause of disregulation of the B-cells.